
Dissent at the Games in Vancouver and
London: Critical Issues in Sport and Society
When it comes to major sporting events like the Olympics, we often think of unity,
national pride, and celebration. However, beneath the surface of these glamorous
spectacles, there is a long history of dissent and critical issues that surround
them. This article will dive deep into the dissent at the Games in Vancouver and
London, focusing on the critical issues that emerged and the societal impact they
had.

The Olympic Games, held every four years, are considered the epitome of
athleticism and international cooperation. The world's most talented athletes
gather to compete and showcase their skills on a global stage. However, these
mega-events are not without their controversies. In both Vancouver 2010 and
London 2012, dissent and critical issues took center stage, shedding light on
societal problems and raising important questions around the ethics of sport.

Vancouver 2010: The Indigenous Voice

In Vancouver 2010, the voice of the indigenous community resonated strongly.
The Games were seen as an opportunity for the Canadian government to
address historical injustices towards Indigenous peoples, which ultimately led to
the creation of the "Four Host First Nations" program. Through this initiative, the
hosting responsibilities were shared with local indigenous communities.
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However, dissent emerged in the form of protests and blockades by indigenous
groups. They highlighted the contradictory nature of celebrating the Games on
traditional indigenous territories while their land rights and self-determination
were continuously ignored. Through their actions, the indigenous community
brought attention to the critical issue of reconciliation with Canada's First Nations
and the need for meaningful dialogue.

These protests were met with mixed reactions from the public. Some criticized
the disruption caused, arguing that the Olympics were not the appropriate
platform for these discussions. Conversely, others recognized the importance of
addressing historical injustices and embraced the indigenous community's push
for recognition and change.

London 2012: Anti-Capitalist Protests

In 2012, London hosted the Olympics, but dissent quickly overshadowed the
celebrations. Anti-capitalist protests erupted throughout the city, with activists
targeting corporate sponsors and branding the Games as a symbol of greed and
inequality. The focus shifted from athletic achievement to the issues of corporate
influence and gentrification.
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The "Space Hijackers" group gained significant attention for their satirical actions.
They organized events such as the "Really, REALLY Free Market," where goods
were given away for free in an act of defiance against commercialization. These
creative forms of dissent exposed the contradictions between the Olympic ideals
and the pervasive influence of capitalism.

Furthermore, issues of social inequality and displacement came to the forefront.
The hosting of the Olympics led to the displacement of lower-income
communities and the gentrification of certain neighborhoods. Activists argued that
the billions of dollars spent on the Games could have been better allocated to
address societal issues and support marginalized communities.

The Societal Impact of Dissent

Dissent at the Games in Vancouver and London had a profound societal impact.
It sparked important conversations about indigenous rights, historical injustices,
corporate influence, and social inequality. These critical issues exposed the dark
underbelly of these massive sporting events and forced society to confront
uncomfortable truths.

The dissent also highlighted the power of sport as a platform for activism and
social change. Athletes and spectators alike were confronted with the realities of
the world outside the stadium, challenging the notion that sport exists in a
vacuum separate from societal issues.

Lessons Learned and Moving Forward

The dissent at the Games in Vancouver and London serves as a reminder that
these events are not just about athletic achievement and celebration. They are an
opportunity to address critical issues and promote social change. Moving forward,



it is crucial for both organizers and participants to acknowledge and engage with
these dissenting voices.

By actively involving affected communities and addressing the societal impact of
hosting such events, future Olympic Games have the potential to be more
inclusive, ethical, and socially responsible. The dissent in Vancouver and London
paved the way for a more critical examination of sports mega-events and their
implications on society.

The dissent at the Games in Vancouver and London brought critical issues in
sport and society to the forefront. The indigenous voice in Vancouver shed light
on historical injustices, while the anti-capitalist protests in London challenged the
influence of corporate power. These moments of dissent had a profound impact
on both the respective host cities and society at large. It is crucial to learn from
these experiences and work towards a more inclusive and ethically conscious
approach to future sporting events.
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The Olympics have developed into the world's premier sporting event. They are
simultaneously a competitive exhibition and a grand display of cooperation that
bring together global cultures on ski slopes, shooting ranges, swimming pools,
and track ovals. Given their scale in the modern era, the Games are a useful
window for better comprehending larger cultural, social, and historical processes,
argues Jules Boykoff, an academic social scientist and a former Olympic athlete.

In Activism and the Olympics, Boykoff provides a critical overview of the Olympic
industry and its political opponents in the modern era. After presenting a brief
history of Olympic activism, he turns his attention to on-the-ground activism
through the lens of the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympics and the 2012 Summer
Olympics in London.  Here we see how anti-Olympic activists deploy a range of
approaches to challenge the Olympic machine, from direct action and the seizure
of public space to humor-based and online tactics.  Drawing on primary evidence
from myriad personal interviews with activists, journalists, civil libertarians, and
Olympics organizers, Boykoff angles in on the Games from numerous vantages
and viewpoints.

Although modern Olympic authorities have strived—even through the Cold War
era—to appear apolitical, Boykoff notes, the Games have always been the site of
hotly contested political actions and competing interests. During the last thirty
years, as the Olympics became an economic juggernaut, they also generated
numerous reactions from groups that have sought to challenge the event’s
triumphalism and pageantry. The 21st century has seen an increased level of
activism across the world, from the Occupy Movement in the United States to the
Arab Spring in the Middle East. What does this spike in dissent mean for Olympic
activists as they prepare for future Games?
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