
Decolonizing Feminisms: Iranian Women
Rights Activism Across Borders

Women's rights movements have always played a crucial role in reshaping
societies and challenging the existing power structures. In recent years, Iranian
women have emerged as powerful agents of change, not only within their own
borders but also across borders. Iranian women rights activists are actively
engaging in transnational activism, challenging the patriarchal norms that have
long suppressed them. This article will explore the significance of Iranian
women's rights activism across borders and its role in decolonizing feminisms.

The Boundaries of Colonization
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Iran has a long history of colonization, with various empires and foreign powers
exerting control over the region. These external influences have shaped the
societal norms and limited the rights of Iranian women. However, today's Iranian
women rights activists are transcending these boundaries to form connections
and collaborations with feminists from different parts of the world. By reaching
across borders, they are challenging the remnants of colonization and creating a
global movement for gender equality.
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Challenging Patriarchy

Iranian women's rights activists are at the forefront of challenging patriarchal
systems that still prevail within the country. They demand an end to discriminatory
laws and practices that limit their autonomy and agency. This includes fighting
against gender-based violence, promoting reproductive rights, and advocating for
equal opportunities in education and employment. Through their activism, Iranian
women are not only reclaiming their own rights but also inspiring women in other
countries to join the fight for justice and equality.
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Transnational Advocacy

One of the striking aspects of Iranian women rights activists is their ability to
connect with and support other feminist movements globally. Social media
platforms have played a significant role in this regard, allowing Iranian women to
share their stories, experiences, and strategies with activists from different
cultures. This transnational advocacy has led to a better understanding of the
diverse challenges faced by women worldwide and the need for intersectional
feminist movements.

Political Exile and Impact

Unfortunately, many Iranian women rights activists face persecution within their
own country, often leading to political exile. However, their influence does not
diminish as they continue their activism from abroad. In fact, their international
presence amplifies their voices and shines a spotlight on the human rights
violations occurring in Iran. Iranian women in exile have successfully used their
platform to advocate for change, leveraging international support and creating
networks that challenge oppressive regimes.

Intersectionality and Decolonizing Feminisms

Iranian women rights activism across borders inherently embraces intersectional
feminism. It recognizes that gender inequality intersects with other forms of
oppression, such as racism, classism, and ableism. By actively engaging and
collaborating with feminists from diverse backgrounds, Iranian women are
decolonizing feminisms and challenging the notion that one size fits all when it
comes to women's rights.

Celebrating Successes and Looking Ahead



It is important to celebrate the successes achieved by Iranian women rights
activists across borders. From raising awareness about discriminatory practices
to pushing for legislative reforms, their determination and resilience have sparked
real change. However, the fight is far from over. Iranian women's rights activists
continue to face immense challenges and backlash. It is crucial for the
international community to offer support and amplify their voices in order to bring
about lasting transformation.

Iranian women rights activism across borders is a powerful force that challenges
the boundaries of colonization and patriarchy. By fighting for gender equality,
Iranian women are not only reclaiming their own rights but also reshaping the
global feminist movement. The intersectionality and transnational collaborations
of their activism are decolonizing feminisms, creating space for diverse voices
and experiences. It is essential for the international community to stand in
solidarity with Iranian women rights activists and support their ongoing struggle
for justice and equality.
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Political tensions between Iran and the United States in the post-9/11 period and
the Global War on Terror have set the stage for Iranian women’s rights activists
inside and outside Iran as they seek full legal equality under the Islamic Republic.
Axis of Hope recounts activists’ struggles through critical analysis of their
narratives, including the One Million Signatures Campaign to End Discriminatory
Law, the memoirs of human rights lawyer and Nobel Prize–winner Shirin Ebadi,
and the life story of feminist Mahboubeh Abbasgholizadeh and her activist project
ZananTV. Catherine Sameh examines how Iranian women’s rights activists have
cultivated ways of thinking of and being with each other that rupture the relentless
difference-making and violence of coloniality through local and transnational
networks along axes of feminist solidarity, friendship, and love.

Crucial to countering despair and cynicism about Iran as well as the dangerous
interventions by Western powers “on behalf of” Iranians, activists’ experiences
speak to the possibilities and challenges of transnational alliances in confronting
oppressive regimes. These stories are particularly germane in such precarious
times, marked by war, isolation, sanctions, and the intense demonization of
Iranians and Muslims, as well as authoritarianism, militarism, and patriarchal
nationalisms around the world. Situating postreform women’s rights activism
within the unfolding, decades-long project to democratize Iran from within, Axis of
Hope makes a timely contribution to studies of feminist movements, women’s
human rights in Muslim contexts, activism and new media, and the relationship
between activism, civil society, and the state.
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