
Creating The Great Divergence: Unleashing
the Potential
The concept of "The Great Divergence" refers to the significant gap in economic
development and living standards that emerged between the Western world and
the rest of the world during the past few centuries. This divergence can be traced
back to various factors, including technological advancements, political systems,
and cultural differences. In this article, we will explore the key elements that led to
the creation of The Great Divergence and the potential it holds for shaping the
future.

Technological Advancements: The Catalyst for Progress

One of the major factors that contributed to The Great Divergence was the rapid
advancement of technology in the Western world. From the Industrial Revolution
to the Information Age, the West has always been at the forefront of innovation
and scientific discoveries. This technological edge allowed Western economies to
industrialize and improve productivity, leading to exponential economic growth.

The inventions of steam engines, electricity, and modern communication systems
revolutionized industries, increased efficiency, and opened up new avenues for
trade and commerce. These developments resulted in massive economic gains
and improved living standards for the people in Western societies.
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The diffusion of these technologies to the rest of the world was a slow process,
primarily due to various geopolitical, social, and cultural barriers. As a result, the
technological gap between the West and the rest of the world continued to widen,
creating a substantial divergence in economic prosperity.

Political Systems and Institutions: A Framework for Success

Besides technological advancements, political systems and institutions played a
crucial role in shaping The Great Divergence. The emergence of democratic
governance, rule of law, property rights, and free markets created an environment
conducive to innovation, entrepreneurship, and economic growth.

The Western world embraced these principles, allowing individuals and
businesses to thrive in a competitive environment. This freedom to pursue
economic opportunities and accumulate wealth led to the rise of vibrant middle
classes and a culture of entrepreneurship. In contrast, many non-Western
countries struggled with autocratic regimes, corruption, and inefficient
governance, hindering progress and economic development.
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However, it is important to note that not all Western countries have followed the
same path. While some have experienced extraordinary growth and
development, others have faced economic challenges and social inequalities.
This indicates that political systems alone do not guarantee success; they must
be complemented by favorable economic policies and social welfare measures.

Cultural Influences: Nurturing Innovation and Creativity

Cultural influences also played a significant role in creating The Great
Divergence. Western societies fostered a spirit of inquiry, individuality, and risk-
taking, which encouraged innovation and creativity. This cultural mindset,
combined with the accessibility of education and scientific exploration, laid the
foundation for groundbreaking discoveries and inventions.

The Western tradition of critical thinking and rational inquiry, embraced by figures
such as Isaac Newton, Galileo Galilei, and Leonardo da Vinci, propelled scientific
advancements and pushed the boundaries of knowledge. In contrast, societies
that valued conformity, tradition, and hierarchical structures often stifled individual
creativity and scientific progress.

Furthermore, cultural factors such as meritocracy, social mobility, and gender
equality enabled the Western world to tap into a wider pool of talent and
expertise, driving innovation and economic growth. These cultural values
continue to shape the dynamics of economic progress and developmental
trajectories.

Unleashing the Potential: Bridging the Gap

Understanding the creation of The Great Divergence is essential in order to
bridge the economic gap and unleash the potential of developing countries. By



analyzing the historical factors that contributed to the divergence, governments
and policymakers can identify key areas that require attention and focus.

Investing in education, research and development, and infrastructure can
significantly improve productivity and technological capabilities, ultimately
reducing the technological gap between nations. Additionally, implementing
transparent governance, promoting free markets, and fostering a culture of
innovation can facilitate economic development and narrow the disparities in
living standards.

Furthermore, international cooperation and knowledge sharing can play a pivotal
role in narrowing the gap. Developing countries can learn from the experiences of
successful nations and adapt policies and strategies that have proven to be
effective in promoting economic growth and societal well-being.

, The Great Divergence resulted from a combination of technological
advancements, political systems, and cultural influences. Understanding these
factors is crucial in harnessing the potential of developing countries and bridging
the gap. By leveraging technology, embracing democratic principles, and
fostering a culture of innovation, nations can pave the way for inclusive growth
and create a more equitable world.
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One thousand years ago, a traveler to Baghdad or the Chinese capital Kaifeng
would have discovered a vast and flourishing city of broad streets, spacious
gardens, and sophisticated urban amenities; meanwhile, Paris, Rome, and
London were cramped and unhygienic collections of villages, and Europe was a
backwater. How, then, did it rise to world preeminence over the next several
centuries? This is the central historical conundrum of modern times.

How Europe Made the Modern World draws upon the latest scholarship dealing
with the various aspects of the West's divergence, including geography,
demography, technology, culture, institutions, science and economics. It avoids
the twin dangers of Eurocentrism and anti-Westernism, strongly emphasizing the
contributions of other cultures of the world to the West's rise while rejecting the
claim that there was nothing distinctive about Europe in the premodern period.
Daly provides a concise summary of the debate from both sides, whilst also
presenting his own provocative arguments.

Drawing on a wide range of primary and secondary sources, and including maps
and images to illuminate key evidence, this book will inspire students to think
critically and engage in debates rather than accepting a single narrative of the
rise of the West. It is an ideal primer for students studying Western Civilization
and World History courses.
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