
Conservative Innovators: How States Are
Challenging Federal Power
In recent years, there has been a growing trend among conservative-leaning
states to challenge the power of the federal government. These states, often
referred to as "conservative innovators," believe that the federal government has
overstepped its constitutional boundaries and are taking steps to reclaim power
for their own states and local communities.

This movement is driven by a desire to protect states' rights and promote limited
government intervention. Conservative innovators argue that the federal
government has become too centralized and bureaucratic, stifling individual
freedom and hindering economic growth. They believe that by challenging federal
power, they can create a more responsive and efficient government that better
serves their constituents.

The Role of Conservative Innovators

One of the key ways conservative innovators are challenging federal power is
through the use of lawsuits. These states have filed lawsuits against the federal
government on a range of issues, including immigration, healthcare, and
environmental regulations. By challenging the legality and constitutionality of
federal actions, they hope to secure more power for their states and prevent the
federal government from overreaching.
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Another strategy employed by conservative innovators is the use of nullification.
Nullification is the idea that states have the right to reject or invalidate federal
laws that they believe exceed the powers granted to the federal government by
the Constitution. This has been seen in recent years with states legalizing
marijuana or passing laws that contradict federal guidelines on issues such as
gun control.

Conservative innovators are also focused on promoting policies that prioritize
states' rights and limit federal intervention. This includes advocating for the
devolution of power from the federal government to the states, giving states more
control over issues such as education, healthcare, and infrastructure. They argue
that a one-size-fits-all approach from the federal government is ineffective and
that states are better equipped to address the unique needs and concerns of their
residents.

Successes and Challenges

The efforts of conservative innovators have seen some success in recent years.
For example, the Supreme Court has ruled in favor of states challenging the
constitutionality of certain federal laws, such as the expansion of Medicaid under
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the Affordable Care Act. This has allowed states to opt out of Medicaid expansion
without facing penalties from the federal government.

However, conservative innovators also face challenges in their fight against
federal power. The federal government has significant resources and legal
authority, making it difficult for states to successfully challenge federal actions.
Additionally, conservative innovators often face opposition from those who
believe that a strong federal government is necessary to ensure equality and
protect individual rights.

Despite these challenges, conservative innovators remain committed to their
cause. They believe that by challenging federal power, they can promote
individual freedom, economic growth, and a more accountable government. They
see themselves as champions of states' rights, defending the principles of
federalism upon which the United States was founded.

The rise of conservative innovators and their challenge to federal power is a
significant development in American politics. These states are pushing back
against what they see as federal overreach and are working to reclaim power for
their own states and local communities. While they face challenges in their fight
against federal actions, conservative innovators are committed to promoting
limited government intervention and protecting individual freedom. Whether or not
their efforts will lead to lasting change remains to be seen, but their impact on the
debate over federal power is undeniable.
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As American politics has become increasingly polarized, gridlock at the federal
level has led to a greater reliance on state governments to get things done. But
this arrangement depends a great deal on state cooperation, and not all state
officials have chosen to cooperate. Some have opted for conflict with the federal
government.

Conservative Innovators traces the activity of far-right conservatives in Kansas
who have in the past decade used the powers of state-level offices to fight federal
regulation on a range of topics from gun control to voting processes to Medicaid.
Telling their story, Ben Merriman then expands the scope of the book to look at
the tactics used by conservative state governments across the country to resist
federal regulations, including coordinated lawsuits by state attorneys general,
refusals to accept federal funds and spending mandates, and the creation of
programs designed to restrict voting rights. Through this combination of state-
initiated lawsuits and new administrative practices, these state officials weakened
or halted major parts of the Obama Administration’s healthcare, environmental
protection, and immigration agendas and eroded federal voting rights protections.
Conservative Innovators argues that American federalism is entering a new,
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conflict-ridden era that will make state governments more important in American
life than they have been at any time in the past century.
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