
Clearing The Way: Combat Engineers In
Kandahar
When it comes to military operations in hostile territories, combat engineers play
a crucial role in providing engineering support and clearing the way for the rest of
the troops. In the Afghan province of Kandahar, where the terrain is rugged and
booby traps are rampant, combat engineers have been instrumental in ensuring
the safety and success of missions. Their resilience, skill, and dedication have
earned them the respect of their fellow servicemen and the local population. This
article dives deep into the world of combat engineers in Kandahar, shedding light
on their challenges, triumphs, and the lasting impact they have made.

Understanding the Role of Combat Engineers

Combat engineers are often the unsung heroes of military operations. They are
responsible for a wide range of tasks, including building and maintaining
infrastructure, overseeing explosive ordnance disposal, and providing tactical
support to ground troops. In Kandahar, combat engineers face unique challenges
due to the complex and hazardous nature of the terrain. Their specialized training
equips them with the knowledge and skills necessary to handle threats such as
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and landmines.
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Clearing the Path to Safety

Kandahar is known for its treacherous roadways and booby traps that pose
significant risks to military convoys and local populations. Combat engineers work
tirelessly to clear routes and ensure safe passage for troops, civilians, and aid
convoys. Their painstaking efforts in searching for and neutralizing IEDs have
saved countless lives and enabled the delivery of essential supplies to remote
areas. Despite the constant danger they face, combat engineers remain
determined and resolute in their mission to keep the roads of Kandahar safe.

Building Bridges and Establishing Strong Connections

The role of combat engineers extends beyond the physical act of clearing the
way. They also play a vital role in establishing relationships with the local
communities. By engaging with the people of Kandahar, combat engineers gain
valuable insights into the local dynamics and build trust. This not only aids in
intelligence gathering but also paves the way for future collaborations and
development projects. Combat engineers often find themselves working side by
side with local laborers, fostering a spirit of camaraderie and cooperation that
extends beyond national boundaries.

Overcoming Challenges and Leaving a Lasting Impact

Working as a combat engineer in Kandahar is no easy task. Apart from the
physical rigors and constant threat of enemy attacks, combat engineers must also
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navigate cultural and language barriers. However, their commitment to the
mission and their ability to adapt to challenging circumstances make them
indispensable assets on the battlefield. Their work not only saves lives but also
contributes to the long-term stability and development of the region. From
constructing schools and hospitals to rebuilding infrastructure, combat engineers
leave a lasting impact that goes beyond their time in Kandahar.

, combat engineers are an integral part of military operations in Kandahar. Their
expertise in clearing routes and mitigating threats plays a pivotal role in ensuring
the success of missions. These unsung heroes go above and beyond their call of
duty, using their skills to establish connections with the local population and
contribute to the development of the region. Despite the challenges they face,
combat engineers in Kandahar remain dedicated to their mission and continue to
make a lasting impact in this war-torn province.
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Clearing the Way: Combat Engineers in Kandahar is the story of the men and
women of 23 Field Squadron, who served with the 1st Royal Canadian Regiment
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Battle Group in Kandahar in 2006. Through the eyes of thirteen Squadron
members, relive the early days of the war in Kandahar and the coming of age of a
group of soldiers recorded in graphic detail. The reader experiences the large
scale battles with Taliban fighters during Operation Medusa, the building of Route
Summit and the construction of key Forward Operating Bases. Accompany them
as they fight off insurgent attacks along ‘Ambush Alley', dodge mortar fire and
dispose of the many Improvised Explosive Devices that litter the landscape.
These stories expose the raw bedlam, ironic moments and absurdities of war at
the soldier-level. It is replete with little nuggets of wisdom and soldier-philosophy
that will bring a wry and knowing grin to the face of those who have experienced
combat. Clearing the Way highlights the ingenuity of our soldiers and in particular
our combat engineers, regardless of the seemingly impossible demands made of
them.
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