
Citizenship Issues For Those Moving To The
Philippines - Expat Answerman
Are you considering moving to the Philippines? If so, you may have several
questions about the citizenship issues that could arise during this process. In this
article, our Expat Answerman will provide you with a comprehensive guide to
navigating these considerations.

The Philippine Citizenship Law

The Philippines has specific laws governing citizenship for foreigners seeking to
live in the country. Generally, individuals fall into two categories: those who are
born with Filipino parents (which automatically grants them Philippine
citizenship),and those who apply for naturalization or citizenship through legal
means.

If you're born to at least one Filipino parent, you are entitled to Filipino citizenship.
However, for those who don't possess such lineage, there are different paths to
acquiring citizenship.
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Applying for Philippine Citizenship

Foreigners interested in becoming Philippine citizens can pursue citizenship
through several avenues:

1. Naturalization: This process allows foreigners to acquire Philippine
citizenship through legal means. It typically requires applicants to have
resided in the country for a certain number of years, be of good moral
character, have a thorough knowledge of the Filipino language, and possess
financial stability.

2. Marriage to a Filipino Citizen: Foreigners who marry a Filipino citizen can
apply for citizenship through this special provision. The process may involve
certain requirements, such as a minimum period of marriage and an
interview to ascertain the authenticity of the relationship.

3. Investment: The Philippine government encourages foreign investments and
offers citizenship to individuals who make substantial investments in the
country. This could be through businesses, real estate, or other means that
contribute to the nation's economy.

Rights and Privileges of Philippine Citizenship

Once you become a Philippine citizen, you will enjoy several rights and privileges,
including:

Ability to own land and properties without the need for a local partner or
corporation.
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Right to engage in any business or profession without limitations imposed on
foreigners.

A democratic right to vote in national elections and run for public office.

No visa requirements for entry and exit to and from the country.

Access to government services and benefits available exclusively to Filipino
citizens.

Dual Citizenship: A Unique Advantage

One of the significant advantages of acquiring Philippine citizenship is the option
for dual citizenship. The Dual Citizenship Act of 2003 allows former Filipino
citizens who have acquired foreign citizenship to enjoy the benefits of both
nationalities. Dual citizens can retain their foreign passports while also gaining
Philippine citizenship, without the need to renounce their previous citizenship.

Moving to the Philippines involves understanding the citizenship issues that may
arise during the process. Whether you are considering naturalization, marriage to
a Filipino citizen, or making investments in the country, there are legal provisions
available to facilitate your journey to acquiring Philippine citizenship. With the
advantage of dual citizenship, you can enjoy the benefits of both nationalities and
fully integrate into Philippine society.

For more insights and answers to your questions about expat life in the
Philippines, stay tuned to our Expat Answerman. We are here to guide you
through every step of your journey!
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Moving to the Philippines? If so, there are citizenship issues to consider. Bob
Martin, The Expat Answerman, can clear it all up in a quick read that will give you
the information you need to know to make a successful move to the Philippines!

In this book, Bob discusses:
- Citizenship
- What about my citizenship?
- The Citizenship Maze
- More information on Citizenship
- Once a foreigner, always a foreigner
- Should I check in at the Embassy?
- Did your spouse lose her Philippine Citizenship?
- Is Dual Citizenship the wave of the future?

In this book, Bob will guide you through that maze of citizenship and help you
have an enjoyable life in the Philippines!
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