China's Influential Role in UN Security
Council's Decision Making on Iraq

When it comes to global politics and international relations, there is no denying
China's growing influence and assertiveness. China's position in the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) has been particularly significant, especially
regarding contentious issues such as Iraq. In this article, we delve into China's
role in the UNSC decision-making process on Irag, examining its stance,

motivations, and impact on global affairs.

China's Historical Relationship with Iraq

To understand China's approach to the UNSC's decision-making on Iraq, it is
crucial to examine its historical relationship with the country. China and Iraq have
maintained diplomatic ties for decades, with economic collaboration being a
significant aspect. Irag has been a crucial supplier of oil to China, and bilateral
trade between the two countries has grown exponentially in recent years. This

economic interdependence has shaped China's approach to Iraq in the UNSC.

China's Stance on the UNSC's Decision-Making Process

China's foreign policy is based on principles of non-interference, national
sovereignty, and respect for territorial integrity. These principles heavily influence
China's stance on the UNSC's decision-making process, particularly in the case
of Irag. China maintains that decisions regarding Iraqg's internal affairs should be
in the hands of its sovereign government, rather than external powers or

coalitions.
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China consistently advocates for peaceful resolutions and reaffirms the

importance of diplomacy and dialogue in addressing conflicts. This approach
aligns with its broader foreign policy objectives of promoting stability and
preventing the escalation of violence. China emphasizes the need for UNSC

decisions to be impartial, fair, and based on established international legal norms.

China's Motivations and Interests

China's motivations and interests in the UNSC decision-making process on Iraq
are multifaceted. One crucial aspect is ensuring stability in the Middle East, given
its heavy reliance on the region for energy resources. Instability or conflict in Iraq
could disrupt China's energy supplies and adversely affect its economic growth

and development.

Furthermore, China seeks to expand its influence globally and establish itself as a
responsible stakeholder on the international stage. Active engagement in the
UNSC decision-making process allows China to shape norms and demonstrate

its commitment to multilateralism. By championing peaceful resolutions and
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emphasizing the importance of non-interference, China positions itself as a

reliable and constructive player in international affairs.

Impact on Global Affairs

China's influential role in the UNSC's decision-making process on Iraq has a
significant impact on global affairs, shaping outcomes and determining the

international response to Iraqg's challenges.

Firstly, China's support for the sovereignty of the Iragi government and its
emphasis on non-interference contribute to a more balanced discussion within
the UNSC, ensuring that all perspectives are considered. This potentially
prevents the adoption of one-sided resolutions that could exacerbate the

situation.

Secondly, China's economic ties with Iraq allow it to leverage its influence in the
region, promoting stability and economic cooperation. By focusing on economic
development and trade, China's approach offers an alternative to military
intervention and divisive strategies, which can further destabilize Irag and the
wider Middle East.

Lastly, China's involvement in the UNSC decision-making process on Iraq
provides an opportunity for broader cooperation between China and other
members of the international community. While differences in approaches
certainly exist, working together in the UNSC allows for dialogue, compromise,

and the pursuit of shared objectives, such as peace and stability in Iraqg.

China's influential role in the UNSC decision-making process on Iraq cannot be
understated. Its historical relationship with the country, stance on non-
interference, and commitment to peaceful resolutions provide a unique

perspective within the global discussions on Iraq's challenges. China's



motivations and interests revolve around stability and expanding its influence,
shaping global affairs and promoting multilateralism. As Irag continues to
navigate complex issues, China's role in the UNSC will remain vital in

determining international responses and ensuring a balanced approach.
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With the rupture of the UN Security Council in March 2003 over the US
spearheaded intervention in Iraq, the attempts made to subject the use of force to
the rule of law had failed. Widespread Europe-US disagreement of the role of the
UNSC has hindered more effective decisions for China and its European and

American counterparts in the Security Council.

Irag, China and the UN Security Council examines the role of China's policy
behaviour in relation to the Iraq intervention, in order to develop a better
understanding of this fast-rising power within the UN. It looks at key questions
such as: What consequences may arise if China’s actions are based on a set of

values and national interests far removed from those of the major Western
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powers? Could China’s attitude disrupt the traditional working and normative

practice of the United Nations?

The book will be of interest to scholars and students of international relations and

Chinese Politics.
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