
British Motor Gun Boat 1939-45: The
Unstoppable Power on the Seas - New
Vanguard 166
When it comes to naval warfare during World War II, there are several iconic
vessels that come to mind. One such vessel that played a crucial role in the Allied
victory was the British Motor Gun Boat (MGB). In this article, we will delve into the
details of the British Motor Gun Boat 1939-45, its significance, and its
representation in the book "New Vanguard 166". Brace yourself for a thrilling
journey into the world of naval warfare!

The Power of the British Motor Gun Boat

During World War II, the British Motor Gun Boat proved to be a formidable force
on the seas. It was designed to counter the threats posed by German E-boats
and other fast attack craft. Equipped with powerful armaments and advanced
machinery, these gun boats were the epitome of naval power.

The British Motor Gun Boat boasted a range of weaponry, including torpedoes,
depth charges, and machine guns. These armaments allowed the crew to engage
enemy vessels effectively and protect vital convoys and shipping routes. Their
impressive speed and agility made them difficult targets for the enemy, ensuring
their dominance in combat.
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"New Vanguard 166" - A Comprehensive Guide

For those fascinated by naval history, "New Vanguard 166" is a must-read.
Authored by Angus Konstam, this book offers an in-depth look into the British
Motor Gun Boat 1939-45. Combining detailed illustrations, rare photographs, and
expert analysis, Konstam provides a comprehensive guide to this remarkable
vessel and its role in the Allied war effort.

Readers will find themselves immersed in the thrilling stories of heroic crews and
their daring missions. From the daring Channel Dash to the battles in the
Mediterranean, the book covers it all. Konstam's meticulous research ensures
that every aspect of the British Motor Gun Boat's involvement in the war is
covered.

The Legacy

The impact of the British Motor Gun Boat on World War II cannot be overstated.
Its contribution to the war effort, especially in coastal operations and convoy
protection, was invaluable. These gun boats played a vital role in ensuring the
success of the D-Day invasion, providing fire support and safeguarding the
landing forces from enemy attacks.
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Even after the war, British Motor Gun Boats continued to serve in various
capacities. Some were converted for civilian use, while others found new roles in
law enforcement and patrol duties. Their durability and versatility were a
testament to their exceptional design and engineering.

The British Motor Gun Boat 1939-45 was an unstoppable force on the seas. Its
power, speed, and armament made it a formidable opponent to any enemy
vessel. In "New Vanguard 166," Angus Konstam expertly explores the history and
significance of this remarkable naval weapon.

Whether you are a history enthusiast or simply interested in naval warfare, the
British Motor Gun Boat 1939-45 deserves your attention. Its legacy lives on in the
pages of "New Vanguard 166," where the bravery and heroism of the crews who
manned these vessels continue to inspire awe.
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Motor Gun Boats were the “Spitfires of the Seas” of the Royal Navy. Bristling with
small-calibre guns and machine guns, they served in a variety of roles during the
War. In the early war period they battled against German E-boats in the English
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Channel, then went on the offensive, searching the enemy shore for targets of
opportunity. At other times, they ran support for Motor Torpedo Boats and were
used to deliver commandos on various raids. Naval Warfare expert, Angus
Konstam, tells the story of these small, but destructive boats, beginning with their
design and development and carrying through to their operational use in both the
European and Mediterranean theatres of World War II.
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