
Bernanos: His Political Thought And
Prophecy

As a renowned French novelist and essayist, Georges Bernanos has left an
indelible mark on the literary and political spheres of his time. His intellectual
depth and ability to foresee sociopolitical trends make him a captivating figure
worth exploring. In this article, we will delve into Bernanos' political thought,
examining his ideas and prophecies that continue to resonate today.

The Political Landscape of Bernanos' Time

Bernanos lived during a tumultuous period in European history, witnessing the
rise of totalitarian regimes, a world war, and profound ideological shifts. His
personal experiences shaped his political views, which were rooted in a deep
concern for the human condition and the erosion of individual freedoms.
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Individualism and the Loss of Moral Values

Bernanos was a passionate defender of individualism and believed that the loss
of moral values posed a grave threat to society. He saw the increasing
materialism and consumerism of his time as detrimental to the spiritual and moral
fabric of the community. In his works, such as "The Diary of a Country Priest,"
Bernanos relentlessly explored the existential struggles faced by individuals in an
increasingly secular and dehumanizing world.

Class Struggle and Social Justice

Deeply influenced by his Catholic faith, Bernanos also had a keen awareness of
socioeconomic disparities and the injustices prevalent in society. He criticized the
concentration of wealth among the few, advocating for greater social justice and a
fairer distribution of resources. Bernanos' writings often offered a poignant
analysis of the power dynamics between the privileged and marginalized,
highlighting the need for solidarity and compassionate action.

Prophetic Vision: Warning Against Totalitarianism
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One of Bernanos' most remarkable qualities was his ability to foresee the rise of
totalitarian regimes and their devastating consequences. In his acclaimed work
"The Diary of a Country Priest," published in 1936, he eerily predicted the horrors
of totalitarian systems long before they fully manifested. Bernanos understood
that the thirst for power and excessive control over individuals would lead to the
suppression of freedom and the erosion of human dignity. His prophetic vision
remains a chilling reminder of the dangers of totalitarianism.

Bernanos' Legacy and Relevance Today

Bernanos' political thought continues to resonate in contemporary society, as
many of the issues he debated and prophesied about remain pressing. His
emphasis on moral values, social justice, and the dangers of totalitarianism
serves as a powerful critique of the ongoing challenges faced by humanity.

Today, in a world ravaged by conflicts, economic disparities, and moral crises,
Bernanos' writings continue to provoke reflection and inspire action. His call for
individual responsibility, compassion, and the pursuit of justice feels ever more
urgent.

The Call to Action

As we explore Bernanos' political thought and prophecies, let us consider how his
visionary ideas can guide us in our own political engagement and personal lives.
Let us reflect on the importance of preserving individual freedoms, fostering
social justice, and safeguarding our moral values amidst the complex challenges
of our time.

Bernanos' legacy invites us to be vigilant, critical thinkers, and active participants
in shaping a more just and humane society. By carrying forth his ideas and



prophecies, we can contribute to a world where the dignity and well-being of
every individual are protected and cherished.
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Thomas Molnar's Bernanos is an illuminating study of the personal evolution of
the French Catholic novelist Georges Bernanos from a reactionary royalist to a
religiously principled anti-fascist. It also provides a detailed account of the
intellectual divisions within the French Catholic Right and suggests a number of
parallels with intellectual and literary figures on the secular and religious left
including Zola, Peguy, and Simone Weil. But, as Molnar points out, the
significance of Bernanos is not exhausted by his writings. Bernanos the man is as
deserving of attention as is Bernanos the novelist, essayist, and social
critic.Molnar shows Bernanos against the troubled political-religious background
of modern France: the Dreyfus case, the disillusionment following World War I,
the Franco regime, Vichy, and the beginnings of the cold war. Whatever touched
France touched Bernanos, and he flung himself into each crisis, not armed with a
political system nor an academically sanctioned philosophy, but with a peasant's
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respect for what is and a Christian's sense of what might be. The portrait that
Molnar draws is that of a passionately concerned Christian who knows that truth
is hard to come by, but who is ready to follow it wherever it leads, regardless of
the consequences.A crucial theme covered by Molnar is Bernanos' long and
conflicted relations with Charles Maurras and the Action Francaise. He makes
clear the extent to which Bernanos' fervent Catholicism set him apart from
Maurras whose positivistic inspiration and passion for order helped lay the
groundwork for the political collapse that led to the Vichy regime. Thomas
Molnar's book is a fascinating account of Georges Bernanos' stature as both a
political thinker and an important novelist. Bernanos will be enjoyed by historians,
political scientists, philosophers, theologians, and scholars of literature.
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