Army Techniques Publication ATP 5-02:
Religious Support to Funerals And

Religious support to funerals and memorial services is an essential component of
the United States Army's commitment to honoring its fallen soldiers. Army
Techniques Publication (ATP) 5-02 provides comprehensive guidance for
religious support personnel to ensure that the spiritual needs of soldiers and their
families are met during this solemn occasion. This article explores the
significance of ATP 5-02 and its role in promoting a sense of closure, comfort,

and healing for the bereaved.

The Importance of Religious Support

Funerals and memorial services are deeply emotional events for the families and
loved ones left behind. The Army recognizes the vital role that religion plays in
providing solace, hope, and guidance during these difficult times. ATP 5-02
emphasizes the importance of religious support in honoring the deceased,

comforting the bereaved, and facilitating the grieving process.

Religious support personnel, including chaplains and religious affairs specialists,
play a critical role in ensuring that these services are conducted with the utmost
respect, sensitivity, and inclusivity. They provide spiritual counsel, conduct
religious ceremonies, and offer pastoral care to soldiers and their families. ATP 5-
02 outlines the specific roles, responsibilities, and protocols for religious support
personnel to follow in order to meet the diverse religious needs of the Army

community.
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Guidance and Best Practices

ATP 5-02 serves as a comprehensive guidebook for religious support personnel
involved in the planning and execution of funerals and memorial services. It
outlines the necessary steps to conduct religious rites and rituals, offers guidance
on conducting interfaith services, and provides practical advice for addressing

cultural and religious diversity within the Army community.

The publication emphasizes the importance of tailoring the religious support to
the preferences and beliefs of the deceased and their family. It encourages
religious support personnel to collaborate closely with the bereaved and other
stakeholders to ensure that the religious elements of the services align with their

wishes and reflect their faith traditions.

Furthermore, ATP 5-02 highlights the significance of providing emotional support
to the bereaved, both during the immediate aftermath of the loss and in the long
term. It offers guidance on grief counseling, facilitates access to chaplain
services, and promotes the creation of support networks within Army

communities. Religious support personnel are encouraged to be empathetic
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listeners, offering comfort and guidance to the bereaved as they navigate the

grieving process.

Inclusivity and Respect

ATP 5-02 places a strong emphasis on inclusivity and respect for religious
diversity. It acknowledges and respects the constitutional rights of individuals to
practice their chosen religion and requests religious support personnel to be
knowledgeable and sensitive to the beliefs and practices of different faith

traditions.

The publication provides guidance on accommodating various religious customs,
rituals, and traditions, including prayer, scripture readings, and religious symbols.
It encourages religious support personnel to seek out and leverage external

resources to enhance their understanding of diverse religious practices, ensuring

that they can provide the most appropriate and respectful support possible.

Army Techniques Publication ATP 5-02 plays a vital role in ensuring that religious
support to funerals and memorial services is conducted with empathy, inclusivity,
and respect. By providing comprehensive guidance and best practices, it equips
religious support personnel with the tools they need to meet the diverse spiritual
needs of the Army community, facilitate the grieving process, and honor the fallen

soldiers and their families.

ATP 5-02 is a testament to the Army's commitment to ensuring that every soldier
and their loved ones receive the spiritual care they require during times of loss
and grief. By recognizing the significance of religious support, the Army upholds
its values of integrity, compassion, and respect, embodying the deep respect it

holds for those who have made the ultimate sacrifice.
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This publication, Army Techniques Publication ATP 1-05.02 Religious Support to
Funerals and Memorial Events November 2018, provides fundamental doctrinal
guidance on the execution of funerals, memorial ceremonies, and memorial
services.The primary audience for ATP 1-05.02 is chaplains and religious affairs
specialists assigned to operational units to execute decisive action. It is also
applicable to chaplain sections and unit ministry teams providing support to
operational units as part of their overall mission. Trainers at combat training
centers and educators throughout the Army also use this publication.ATP 1-05.02
applies to the Active Army, Army National Guard/Army National Guard of the
United States, and the United States Army Reserve, unless otherwise stated. The
proponent for ATP 1-05.02 is the United States Army Chaplain Center and
School.ATP 1-05.02 establishes a common understanding, foundational
concepts, and methods for executing religious support during funeral services
and memorial events. ATP 1-05.02 provides comprehensive doctrinal guidance
on religious support techniques for chaplains and religious affairs specialists. The

techniques contained in ATP 1-05.02 serve as a guide and are not considered
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prescriptive. ATP 1-05.02 nests with FM 1-05.ATP 1-05.02 was written for
chaplain sections and unit ministry teams at all echelons religious support in an
operational environment. While written for an operational environment, the
concepts and principles are also applicable in a garrison setting. It also provides
the chaplain corps technical chain with guidance to execute supervisory
requirements during the funeral or memorial process. Chaplains and religious
affairs specialists serving in a joint force land component command or a joint task
force should refer to JP 3-0, JG 1-05, and other joint planning publications for
further guidance.ATP 1-05.02 contains three chapters and two
appendixes:Chapter 1 reviews the chaplain corps mission, chaplain corps
capabilities, religious support core competencies, and religious support to
funerals and memorial events.Chapter 2 describes funerals, including
arrangements, care to the bereaved, military funeral considerations, chapel
funerals, graveside services, and presentation of the flag.Chapter 3 describes the
differences between memorial ceremonies, memorial services, combatant theater
memorial events, and ramp ceremonies, and concludes with a discussion of
planning considerations and activities.Appendix A provides templates covering
planning timelines, sample script outlines, the last roll call, and questions to
support checklist development. Several resources are provided which support the
conduct of funerals, memorial ceremonies, and memorial services.Appendix B
provides a discussion of special planning considerations which are distinct to the

conduct of memorial events.
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