
Army Techniques Publication ATP 3-39.33:
Civil Disturbances - A Comprehensive Guide
to Managing Chaos
In April 2014, the United States Army released a groundbreaking publication that
provided vital insights into managing civil disturbances. Army Techniques
Publication ATP 3-39.33, titled "Civil Disturbances," is a comprehensive guide
outlining strategies, tactics, and procedures for dealing with such situations. This
publication delves deep into the complexities of civil disturbances, equipping
army personnel with advanced knowledge and techniques to restore order during
chaotic times.

The Importance of Army Techniques Publication ATP 3-39.33

Civil disturbances can arise from a range of causes, such as social unrest,
protests, riots, or natural disasters. The ability to effectively manage these
situations is crucial for the preservation of peace and protection of lives. ATP 3-
39.33 plays a pivotal role in this process by assisting army leaders in
understanding the dynamics of civil disturbances and implementing appropriate
responses.

With a rich history of involvement in maintaining law and order, the US Army has
gathered valuable experiences that have been consolidated into this publication.
It serves as a guidebook for commanders, planners, and soldiers, enabling them
to respond effectively to civil disturbances with minimum conflict and better
outcomes.
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Key Features and Highlights of ATP 3-39.33

1. Understanding Civil Disturbances: This publication begins by providing a
comprehensive understanding of civil disturbances, including their causes,
dynamics, and effects on society. It emphasizes the importance of intelligence
gathering, analysis, and situational awareness to effectively respond to such
situations.

2. Command and Control: ATP 3-39.33 highlights the significance of a strong
command and control structure during civil disturbances. It outlines roles,
responsibilities, and communication strategies for commanders, ensuring efficient
coordination and decision-making within the army.

3. Force Application: The publication offers invaluable insights on force
application, emphasizing the strict adherence to law, policies, and regulations for
the use of force. It provides guidance on maintaining discipline, managing crowd
control, and utilizing nonlethal weapons effectively.
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4. Intelligence Support: ATP 3-39.33 stresses the crucial role of intelligence
support during civil disturbances. It outlines methods for collecting, analyzing, and
utilizing intelligence to assess threats, identify instigators, and develop effective
response strategies.

5. Legal Considerations: This publication not only equips army personnel with
tactical knowledge but also provides insights into the legal framework surrounding
civil disturbances. It helps commanders navigate legal challenges, ensuring
compliance with relevant laws and regulations.

6. Training Requirements: As a comprehensive guide, ATP 3-39.33 emphasizes
the importance of continuous training and preparedness. It outlines the training
requirements necessary to equip army personnel with the skills needed to
respond to civil disturbances effectively.

Why ATP 3-39.33 is Crucial for Army Personnel

1. Enhancing Preparedness: Civil disturbances can occur unexpectedly, and
being prepared is essential. ATP 3-39.33 equips army personnel with the
knowledge and tools needed to respond swiftly and effectively, minimizing the
potential for casualties and property damage.

2. Reducing Civilian and Soldier Injuries: By outlining proper techniques for
crowd control and emphasizing the use of nonlethal methods, this publication
intends to avoid unnecessary civilian injuries and casualties while protecting the
lives and well-being of the soldiers involved.

3. Preserving Public Trust: The way law enforcement agencies and military
personnel handle civil disturbances plays a significant role in public perception.
Effective management, based on the techniques outlined in ATP 3-39.33, helps
maintain public trust and fosters positive community relationships.



4. Strengthening Decision-Making Skills: This comprehensive publication
enhances decision-making skills by providing military leaders with a wide array of
strategies and tactics. It empowers them to make informed choices that align with
broader objectives while considering the unique circumstances of civil
disturbances.

Army Techniques Publication ATP 3-39.33 is an invaluable resource for military
personnel involved in civil disturbances. It acts as a comprehensive guide,
offering insights, strategies, and tactics necessary to handle chaos effectively. By
understanding the dynamics of civil disturbances and implementing the methods
outlined in this publication, army leaders can minimize conflict, protect lives, and
restore order during challenging times.
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This publication, Army Techniques Publication ATP 3-39.33 Civil Disturbances
April 2014, provides discussion and techniques about civil disturbances and
crowd control operations that occur in the continental United States (CONUS)
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and outside the continental United States (OCONUS). United States (U.S.) forces
deploy in support of unified action, overseas contingency operations, and
humanitarian assistance worldwide. During these operations, U.S. forces are
often faced with unruly and violent crowds who have the intent of disrupting
peace and the ability of U.S. forces to maintain peace. Worldwide instability
coupled with U.S. military participation in unified-action, peacekeeping, and
related operations require that U.S. forces have access to the most current
doctrine and techniques that are necessary to quell riots and restore public order.

The principal audience for ATP 3-39.33 is Army commanders and staff elements
at all echelons who are tasked with planning and directing civil disturbance
missions.

This publication covers a wide array of information that concerns civil
disturbances along with the techniques that are used to quell or disperse those
who are causing the disturbance. This publication discusses crowd dynamics and
human behaviors, crowd types, control force basic equipment requirements, and
control force formations. This publication also discusses planning requirements
and recommendations and the legalities that are involved with civil disturbances
and control forces.

This publication builds on the collective knowledge and wisdom that was gained
through recent operations, numerous lessons learned, studies, and the deliberate
process of informed reasoning throughout the Army. It is rooted in time-tested
principles and fundamentals, while accommodating new technologies, human
behavior, and organizational changes.

Summary of the chapters and appendixes:



-Chapter 1 discusses the operational threats in a civil disturbance environment
that leaders must understand to effectively combat them. This chapter also
includes discussion on civil unrest, crowd dynamics and behavior, and tactics that
are used within the various crowd types.

-Chapter 2 addresses planning considerations and tactics that should be used by
military units to employ the control force. Areas discussed include graduated
response, nonlethal weapons (NLW),and legal considerations.

-Chapter 3 provides recommendations for equipment types and techniques. This
chapter focuses on the two primary pieces of equipment for a control force—the
riot baton and riot shield. Additional protective equipment is also discussed,
including how members of the control force work as a team while using the
equipment.

- Chapter 4 focuses on the control force and the different formations that can be
utilized for crowd management. This chapter discusses the actions of the control
force at different mission phases.

-Chapter 5 addresses civil disturbances within confinement facilities and
discusses crowd dynamics in the facility, planning considerations, and control
force formations. This chapter also identifies specialized teams within a
confinement facility and their purpose.

- Appendix A is a metric conversion chart.

-Appendix B applies the information given in this publication to a generic
situation.



Tango For Chromatic Harmonica Dave Brown:
Unleashing the Soulful Melodies
The hauntingly beautiful sound of the chromatic harmonica has
mesmerized music enthusiasts for decades. It is an instrument that
effortlessly blends with various genres,...

How To Tie The 20 Knots You Need To Know
Knot-tying is an essential skill that everyone should possess. Whether
you're an outdoor enthusiast, a sailor, or simply a regular person who
enjoys DIY...

The Politics Experiences and Legacies of War
in the US, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand
War has always had a profound impact on nations, shaping their politics,
experiences, and legacies. This article examines how the United States,
Canada, Australia,...

The Psychedelic History Of Mormonism Magic
And Drugs
Throughout history, the connections between religion and altered states
of consciousness have always been fascinating. One such connection
that may surprise many is the...

https://best-book-downloads.web.app/Tango%20For%20Chromatic%20Harmonica%20Dave%20Brown%20Unleashing%20the%20Soulful%20Melodies.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/Tango%20For%20Chromatic%20Harmonica%20Dave%20Brown%20Unleashing%20the%20Soulful%20Melodies.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/How%20To%20Tie%20The%2020%20Knots%20You%20Need%20To%20Know.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/How%20To%20Tie%20The%2020%20Knots%20You%20Need%20To%20Know.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Politics%20Experiences%20and%20Legacies%20of%20War%20in%20the%20US%2C%20Canada%2C%20Australia%2C%20and%20New%20Zealand.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Politics%20Experiences%20and%20Legacies%20of%20War%20in%20the%20US%2C%20Canada%2C%20Australia%2C%20and%20New%20Zealand.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Psychedelic%20History%20Of%20Mormonism%20Magic%20And%20Drugs.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Psychedelic%20History%20Of%20Mormonism%20Magic%20And%20Drugs.pdf


The Practical Japan Travel Guide: All You Need
To Know For A Great Trip
Japan, known for its unique blend of tradition and modernity, is a
fascinating country that offers endless wonders to explore. From ancient
temples to...

The Alpha And Omega Of The Great Pyramid:
Unlocking the Mysteries of the Ancient Wonder
The Great Pyramid of Giza is undeniably one of the most fascinating
structures in the world. Standing tall and proud for thousands of years,
its...

Digital Subtraction Flash Cards in Color:
Shuffled Twice to Help You Memorize
Arithmetic!
Mathematics is an essential subject that plays a crucial role in our
everyday lives. It forms the foundation for problem-solving skills and
logical thinking. As...

Unveiling the Enigma: Explore the Fascinating
World of Bang Barry Lyga
Hello, dear readers! Today, we have a real treat for all literature
enthusiasts as we dive deep into the captivating world of Bang Barry
Lyga. Renowned for his exceptional...

https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Practical%20Japan%20Travel%20Guide%20All%20You%20Need%20To%20Know%20For%20A%20Great%20Trip.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Practical%20Japan%20Travel%20Guide%20All%20You%20Need%20To%20Know%20For%20A%20Great%20Trip.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Alpha%20And%20Omega%20Of%20The%20Great%20Pyramid%20Unlocking%20the%20Mysteries%20of%20the%20Ancient%20Wonder.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/The%20Alpha%20And%20Omega%20Of%20The%20Great%20Pyramid%20Unlocking%20the%20Mysteries%20of%20the%20Ancient%20Wonder.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/Digital%20Subtraction%20Flash%20Cards%20in%20Color%20Shuffled%20Twice%20to%20Help%20You%20Memorize%20Arithmetic%21.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/Digital%20Subtraction%20Flash%20Cards%20in%20Color%20Shuffled%20Twice%20to%20Help%20You%20Memorize%20Arithmetic%21.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/Unveiling%20the%20Enigma%20Explore%20the%20Fascinating%20World%20of%20Bang%20Barry%20Lyga.pdf
https://best-book-downloads.web.app/Unveiling%20the%20Enigma%20Explore%20the%20Fascinating%20World%20of%20Bang%20Barry%20Lyga.pdf



