
An Adventure Where The Railroad And
Hollywood Collide

When imagination meets reality, incredible things can happen. This is the story of
an adventure where the railroad and Hollywood collide. Strap yourself in for a wild
ride filled with history, movies, and a touch of glamour. Prepare to embark on a
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journey where two seemingly unrelated worlds intertwine, creating an experience
like no other.

A Historical Tale

The year is 1869. The American West is booming, thanks in large part to the
expansion of the Transcontinental Railroad. This marvel of engineering
connected the East and the West, bringing settlers, supplies, and opportunities to
the once-unreachable frontier.
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Fast forward to the early 1900s, and the movie industry is starting to take off.
Hollywood, a small town nestled in the Santa Monica Mountains, begins to attract
filmmakers with its favorable climate and diverse landscapes. Directors envision
the magic of the silver screen playing out against the backdrop of the Wild West.

A Glittering Partnership

As Hollywood grows, so does its need for authentic settings. The
Transcontinental Railroad, now a vital mode of transportation, becomes a key
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element in many Western films. Its vast network of tracks, striking landscapes,
and iconic depots offer the perfect settings for thrilling train robberies and daring
escapes.

The collaboration between the railroad and Hollywood intensifies, leading to a
series of partnerships and exclusive agreements. Rail companies grant
filmmakers access to their trains and tracks in exchange for prominent on-screen
exposure. The allure of train travel gains a new dimension as audiences are
captivated by the romance and excitement portrayed on screen.

From Silver Screens to Real-Life Adventures

It isn't long before the magic of Hollywood attracts adventurers seeking to
recreate the scenes they watch on the big screen. Enthusiasts organize trips that
combine train travel with visits to iconic film locations. These excursions allow
fans to step into the shoes of their favorite heroes and heroines, immersing
themselves in the thrill and drama of the Old West.

Imagine riding the very same tracks that legendary Western stars once traveled.
Picture yourself standing in the exact spot where an epic train heist unfolded
before the camera's lens. These experiences bring a sense of excitement and
nostalgia that transport enthusiasts back to a bygone era filled with cowboys,
outlaws, and the sound of train whistles piercing the air.

An Unforgettable Journey

An adventure where the railroad and Hollywood collide is not just about
reenacting movie scenes; it's an opportunity to immerse oneself in history and the
magic of cinema. As the train chugs along the tracks, passengers indulge in
captivating stories about the making of famous Western films.



Stops along the way allow passengers to explore iconic movie sets and soak up
the ambiance of the Wild West. The dusty streets, saloons, and majestic
landscapes transport visitors to a time long gone, showcasing the rich history and
imagination that collided to create the modern-day film industry.

Whether you're a film buff, a history enthusiast, or simply craving a unique
experience, an adventure where the railroad and Hollywood collide promises to
deliver an unforgettable journey. From the moment you step onboard, you'll be
transported to a world where reality blurs with the magic of the silver screen.

It’s quite extraordinary how the Transcontinental Railroad and Hollywood have
intertwined throughout history. What started as a utilitarian transportation system
has transformed into a symbol of movie magic and adventure. The collaboration
between these two worlds has allowed audiences to escape reality and embark
on thrilling journeys where cowboys, outlaws, and daring heroes come to life. An
adventure where the railroad and Hollywood collide is a testament to the power of
imagination and the enduring allure of the Old West.
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‘Silver Streak is a delightful homage to America’s railways: a love story told
through fleeting encounters unique to trains. Along the way Woodward weaves in
some of TV and film’s most familiar locations, a pairing that will fire your deepest
wanderlust.’ 
Monisha Rajesh, author of ‘Around the World in 80 Trains’

Matthew Woodward is going to America! An idea born in a school film club
becomes a real-life adventure more than 30 years later. Seduced by the glamour
and excitement of the 1976 film ‘Silver Streak’, Matthew always knew that one
day he would embark on his own railroad journey around the United States. His
travels around the America by train tell a story not just of life on the rails but also
his love of modern cinema, and a sweet spot emerges through his discoveries of
the people and the places where some of his favourite Hollywood films have been
made. Woodward has a keen eye for detail, not just of life travelling by train, but
also for the people he meets along the way. He embraces cultural differences in a
zany and insightful way that only an Englishman travelling alone can achieve.
Join him in his joys and dilemmas from the comfort and safety of your own
armchair.
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