
Amader Shantiniketan Shivani - A Tranquil
Haven for Creativity and Learning

Nestled amidst the tranquil and idyllic surroundings of Bolpur in West Bengal, lies
a haven for creativity and learning - Amader Shantiniketan Shivani. With its lush
greenery, serene ambience, and reputation as a center of art and culture, this
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institution has stood the test of time as a nurturing ground for intellectual and
artistic pursuits.

The Legacy of Shantiniketan

Before we delve into the details of Amader Shantiniketan Shivani, it is essential to
understand the rich legacy of Shantiniketan. Founded by the eminent poet and
Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore in the early 1900s, Shantiniketan became a
melting pot of art, literature, and educational excellence. Inspired by the
philosophy of blending nature with education, Tagore envisioned a place where
students could break free from conventional teaching methods and explore their
creative potential to the fullest.
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Amader Shantiniketan Shivani - A Modern-Day Shantiniketan

Drawing inspiration from Tagore's vision, Amader Shantiniketan Shivani strives to
uphold and continue this legacy in the present day. It offers a variety of courses
and educational programs that cater to a diverse range of interests, from fine arts
to performing arts, music to dance, and traditional crafts to modern design. With a
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team of experienced and passionate teachers, the institution provides a nurturing
environment that encourages students to explore and express their creativity.

A Unique Blend of Tradition and Innovation

What sets Amader Shantiniketan Shivani apart is its commitment to preserving
traditional art forms while integrating modern techniques and methodologies. The
institution offers comprehensive courses on traditional arts and crafts like pottery,
sculpture, painting, and weaving, ensuring that these precious skills are passed
on to the next generation. Simultaneously, it embraces technological
advancements and offers programs on digital art, graphic design, and animation
to stay relevant in today's fast-paced world.

A Multicultural Experience

Amader Shantiniketan Shivani attracts students from all across the country,
creating a multicultural and diverse environment that fosters learning through
cross-cultural interactions. Students get the opportunity to collaborate with peers
from different backgrounds, exchange ideas, and develop a broader perspective
on art and culture. This enriching experience not only enhances their creativity
but also promotes unity in diversity.

Unleashing Creativity through Extracurricular Activities

Education at Amader Shantiniketan Shivani goes beyond the confines of
classrooms. The institution believes in the holistic development of its students
and encourages participation in various extracurricular activities. From music and
dance performances to theater productions and literary events, students are
provided with platforms to showcase their talents and refine their skills. These
activities foster self-confidence, resilience, and a sense of individuality among the
students, preparing them for a successful journey ahead.



A Gateway to Opportunities

Graduates from Amader Shantiniketan Shivani are highly sought after by top art
institutions, cultural organizations, and design firms. The institution's reputation
for nurturing and producing exceptional talent has opened doors for its students
in various creative industries. Whether one aspires to pursue a career as an
artist, designer, musician, or writer, Amader Shantiniketan Shivani equips its
students with the skills, knowledge, and network required to succeed in their
chosen fields.

Preserving and Celebrating Cultural Heritage

Amader Shantiniketan Shivani recognizes the importance of preserving and
celebrating our cultural heritage. The institution actively promotes local art forms
and organizes events and exhibitions that showcase the rich cultural heritage of
Bolpur and surrounding areas. Additionally, it hosts workshops and lectures by
renowned artists, scholars, and performers, further enriching the learning
experience of its students and helping them develop a deep appreciation for their
roots.

Amader Shantiniketan Shivani continues to be an abode for creativity and
learning, upholding Rabindranath Tagore's vision while adapting to the modern
world. Its commitment to art, culture, and education makes it a unique and
transformative institution for aspiring artists, designers, and performers. With its
nurturing environment, diverse student community, and emphasis on tradition and
innovation, it stands as a beacon of inspiration, guiding individuals towards a life
filled with creativity, knowledge, and lifelong learning.
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-Padma Shri and late Hindi author Shivani's memoirs of studying at the
experimental school set up by Rabindranath Tagore.

-A rare view and stories of life inside the Ashram, of how the students' intimate
relationships and interactions with Tagore and other towering personalities
shaped them.

-Includes tributes to other iconic personalities who called Shantiniketan their
home, such as Satyajit Ray and Pandit Hajari Prasad Dwivedi.

-Written with such warmth and filled with laughter, this book can be enjoyed by
both adults and children.
-Translated into English for the first time by Ira Pande, the author's daughter and
Sahitya Akademi winner for her translation of Manohar Shyam Joshi's T'ta
Professor

This charming memoir is a loving homage to a grand institution and its legendary
gurus. Written from the perspective of a child and young girl, it retains the
freshness and innocence of an age when experimental education was not merely
a trendy movement. Shivani's vivid pictures of the Ashram and portraits of her
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teachers and fellow students remain as alive as they seemed when she first
wrote this memoir nearly fifty years ago. Along with the moving tributes she wrote
when some of her beloved contemporaries passed away, this slim memoir is a
sort of diptych that captures the spirit of the Ashram and the liveliness of its
inmates, many of whom went on to become iconic Indians. Shivani's recall of her
time there takes the reader into an enchanted garden that remains as
inspirational to her as it was when she went there all the way from Kumaon a
lifetime ago.
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