
Airman Certification Standards FAA ACS 8B
Change: What You Need to Know
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has recently announced changes to
the Airman Certification Standards (ACS) for pilots. The new update, known as
ACS 8B, is designed to enhance safety, improve pilot training, and ensure
harmonization with international standards. In this article, we will explore the key
changes introduced in ACS 8B and how they will impact aspiring pilots and
aviation professionals.

1. Overview of ACS 8B

ACS 8B represents an evolution of the previous ACS framework, incorporating
feedback from industry professionals, flight instructors, and pilots. It aims to align
pilot certification standards with modern aviation practices, technological
advancements, and international standards set by organizations such as the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).

2. Key Changes in ACS 8B

2.1 New Areas of Emphasis

ACS 8B introduces new areas of emphasis to reflect the evolving needs of the
aviation industry. These include enhanced knowledge, skills, and performance
requirements for areas such as automation, avionics systems, risk assessment,
and more. Pilots will now be tested on their proficiency in utilizing advanced
cockpit technologies and managing complex flight scenarios.
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2.2 Updated Knowledge Test Supplements

In order to align with ACS 8B, the FAA will update knowledge test supplements,
which provide guidance to pilot applicants and flight instructors. These
supplements will address the new areas of emphasis and ensure that pilots are
adequately prepared for the challenges they may encounter in their aviation
careers.

2.3 Revised Practical Test Standards

The practical test standards (PTS) will also undergo revisions to match the
changes introduced by ACS 8B. Flight instructors and examiners will be provided
with updated evaluation criteria to assess pilots' performance in the new areas of
emphasis. This will ensure that pilots are trained and tested according to the
latest industry standards.

2.4 Enhanced FAA Guidance Materials

To facilitate a smooth transition to ACS 8B, the FAA will release updated guidance
materials, including advisory circulars and handbooks. These resources will
assist pilots, flight instructors, and examiners in understanding the new standards
and effectively implementing them in their training and evaluation processes.
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3. Implications for Aspiring Pilots

The of ACS 8B brings both challenges and opportunities for aspiring pilots. On
one hand, the increased emphasis on advanced cockpit technologies
necessitates a higher level of proficiency in operating complex avionics systems.
This means that aspiring pilots must stay updated with the latest advancements
in order to succeed in their knowledge and practical tests.

On the other hand, the updated ACS presents an opportunity for aspiring pilots to
develop the skills and knowledge needed to excel in the modern aviation
landscape. By familiarizing themselves with automation systems, risk assessment
techniques, and other areas introduced in ACS 8B, pilots can become better
equipped to handle real-world scenarios, enhancing their employability and
ensuring a safer aviation industry overall.

4. Training Providers and Flight Schools

Training providers and flight schools will play a crucial role in preparing pilots for
the updated ACS 8B standards. They will need to incorporate the new areas of
emphasis into their curricula and provide comprehensive training that addresses
the evolving demands of the aviation industry. Additionally, flight instructors will
need to update their teaching methodologies and assessment techniques to align
with ACS 8B.

5. Transition Timeline and Resources

The FAA has outlined a transition timeline for ACS 8B, allowing sufficient time for
pilots, training providers, and flight schools to adapt to the changes. The
transition period will be accompanied by resources such as webinars, seminars,
and informational sessions to ensure a smooth integration of the new standards.

6.



The of ACS 8B represents a significant milestone in pilot certification standards.
With its emphasis on automation, avionics systems, and risk assessment, pilots
will be better prepared for the challenges of modern aviation. While this change
may require initial adaptation from aspiring pilots and training providers, it
ultimately aims to enhance safety, improve competence, and elevate industry
standards.
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This is the official FAA Instrument Rating: Airman Certification Standards FAA-S-
ACS-8B (Change 1).This ACS incorporates and supersedes FAA-S-ACS-8A.
Released in 2018, includes Change 1 (2019). Current in 2022.

The ACS is an enhanced version of the Practical Test Standards (PTS). It
provides a single-source set of standards for both the knowledge exam and the
practical test. It clearly tells applicants, instructors, and evaluators what an airman
must KNOW, CONSIDER, and DO to pass the knowledge test and the practical
test for the instrument rating in the airplane category, single-engine land and sea;
and multiengine land and sea classes.
Don’t show up to your written or practical test without reading this guide!
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