
A Visual Guide To Working In Series -
Mastering the Art of Continuous Creation

Have you ever wondered how some artists manage to create a body of work that
seamlessly connects, tells a story, or explores a theme? Working in series is a
powerful technique that can give your artwork depth, coherence, and narrative. In
this visual guide, we will explore the concept of working in series and provide you
with practical tips to master this art form.
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What is Working in Series?

Working in series involves creating a collection of artworks that are thematically
connected or tell a story. It allows artists to delve deep into a subject, explore
different angles, and develop a cohesive body of work. By working in series,
artists can experiment, refine their techniques, and present a coherent narrative
to their audience.
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Why Work in Series?

Working in series offers numerous benefits for artists:

Cohesion: Working in a series gives your artwork a visual and conceptual
consistency. This cohesion helps create a stronger impact on your viewers
and can make your work more memorable.

Exploration: Series work allows you to explore a subject in depth. The
repetition and variation in your artworks can unveil new perspectives,
uncover hidden nuances, and deepen your understanding of the chosen
theme.

Experimentation: Working in a series encourages experimentation. You can
try different techniques, color palettes, or compositions within the series to
push your boundaries and discover new creative possibilities.

Storytelling: Series work enables you to tell a story or communicate a
message. By creating a sequence of artworks, you can guide your viewers
through a narrative journey, evoke emotions, and engage them on a deeper
level.

Professional Presentation: Exhibiting a consistent body of work
demonstrates your professionalism as an artist. It shows that you take your
art seriously, and it can enhance your chances of showcasing your work in
galleries, exhibitions, or online platforms.

How to Start Working in Series

Embarking on a series requires careful planning and thoughtful execution. Follow
these steps to get started:



1. Choose a Theme: Select a subject, concept, or idea that intrigues you. It
could be a personal experience, a social issue, or even an abstract concept.
Make sure the theme is broad enough to explore in multiple artworks, yet
specific enough to maintain focus.

2. Research and Prepare: Dive deep into your chosen theme. Study related
artworks, read books, collect reference material, or even conduct interviews.
This research phase will help you develop a deeper understanding and
provide inspiration for your series.

3. Define the Visual Language: Decide on the visual style, techniques, and
elements that will unify your series. This could involve choosing a specific
color palette, experimenting with different mediums, or employing consistent
compositional structures.

4. Plan Your Series: Create a roadmap for your series. Decide on the number
of artworks, their sizes, and the sequence that will best communicate your
narrative or exploration. Sketch out the general ideas for each artwork to
guide your process.

5. Execute and Reflect: Start creating your series, one artwork at a time.
Refine your techniques, adapt your approach based on experimentation, and
maintain consistency throughout. Reflect on each artwork and how it
contributes to the overall series.

6. Presentation and Promotion: Once your series is complete, consider how
you want to present it to the world. Prepare your artwork for exhibition by
framing, documenting, or creating digital portfolios. Promote your series
through online platforms, social media, or by reaching out to galleries and art
communities.

Case Studies and Examples



Let's explore some famous artists who have mastered the art of working in series:

Pablo Picasso's Blue Period: Picasso's Blue Period was a series of
paintings predominantly exploring themes of poverty, despair, and isolation.
This series marked a significant period of his artistic development and helped
establish his reputation as a distinguished painter.

Georgia O'Keeffe's Flowers: O'Keeffe's series of large-scale flower
paintings revolutionized the genre. By magnifying the flowers and focusing
on their intricate details, she created captivating compositions that prompted
viewers to see the subject in a new light.

Andy Warhol's Marilyn Monroe: Warhol's Marilyn Monroe series
showcased his iconic pop art style. By repeating Monroe's image multiple
times with different color combinations, he explored themes of fame,
consumerism, and the fleeting nature of celebrity culture.



Tips for Working in Series

To make the most out of your series work, consider these practical tips:

Experiment with different sizes, formats, and materials to add variety and
visual interest to your series.

Consider creating sketches or small studies before executing the final
artwork to refine your ideas and compositions.

Allow room for exploration and adaptation. Let your series evolve naturally,
and don't be afraid to make changes or deviate from your initial plans.

Reflect on your process and the lessons learned from each artwork. This
reflection will help you grow as an artist and improve subsequent artworks in
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the series.

Showcase your series in different contexts. This could mean exhibiting it in a
gallery, sharing it on social media, featuring it on your website, or even
publishing a book.

Working in series is a powerful technique that can elevate your artwork to new
heights. By carefully choosing a theme, defining a visual language, and executing
a cohesive body of work, you can captivate your audience, tell compelling stories,
and demonstrate your artistic prowess. Embrace the exploration and
experimentation that comes with working in series, and watch your artistic voice
thrive like never before.
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This inspiring guide from art quilter Elizabeth Barton is for quilt artists who have
mastered the basics and want to explore deeper levels of creativity and skill.
Learn how making a series of quilts can help you generate more ideas, find new
subtleties in favorite subjects, and build a body of work for shows. Creative
exercises help you develop your own themes and techniques. Includes a huge
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gallery of more than 200 examples from Elizabeth and other working art quilters.
Packed with hands-on lessons and examples, this book will transform your work
and enlarge your creative vision forever.
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