
A Glimpse into the Brave American Privateers
of the Revolutionary War
The American Revolutionary War, fought between 1775 and 1783, was a pivotal
moment in the history of the United States. It was during this fierce conflict that a
little-known group of daring individuals emerged, known as American Privateers.
In this article, we will delve into the thrilling accounts of their exploits, uncovering
their role in the war, and shedding light on their contributions to the birth of a new
nation.

The Rise of American Privateers

In the early stages of the war, the American colonies struggled to match the naval
power of the formidable British Navy. Lacking in financial resources and heavily
outnumbered, the budding nation had to find alternative means to challenge the
British supremacy at sea. Thus, privateering became a vital aspect of warfare for
the American cause.

Privateers were privately-owned armed ships that were authorized by the
American government to engage in legal acts of piracy against enemy vessels.
These vessels could be fitted with cannons and were typically crewed by highly
skilled seamen eager to defend their newfound nation. While some were solely
motivated by financial gain, many privateers viewed themselves as patriots
fighting for the cause of liberty.
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Exploits on the High Seas

The American privateers played a significant role in weakening British maritime
operations during the Revolutionary War. Armed with the New Vanguard 279, a
rugged and fearsome class of privateer ships, they struck fear into the hearts of
the British Navy. These vessels were swift, highly maneuverable, and armed to
the teeth, making them a force to be reckoned with.

One such notable privateer was Captain John Paul Jones, who commanded the
Bonhomme Richard. In September 1779, off the coast of Flamborough Head,
England, Jones famously engaged the powerful British frigate HMS Serapis in a
brutal battle. Despite being outgunned and his ship heavily damaged, Jones's
bravery and tactical genius ensured victory, capturing the Serapis and securing a
crucial victory for the American cause.

The privateers not only targeted British military vessels but also heavily disrupted
British merchant shipping. By sinking or seizing countless British merchant ships,
they inflicted immense damage on the British economy, squeezing their supply
lines and demoralizing their troops. These daring acts of piracy were instrumental
in levelling the playing field for the American forces at sea.
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The Legacy of the American Privateers

The contributions of the American privateers to the Revolutionary War extended
far beyond their military impact. Their actions on the high seas significantly
influenced international perspectives on the American cause and ultimately
contributed to securing foreign support for the fledgling nation.

Many privateers were hailed as national heroes and their stories sparked a sense
of pride and resilience amongst Americans. Their victories boosted morale on the
home front, inspiring countless individuals to actively support the war effort.

Furthermore, the success of the American privateers laid the groundwork for the
future development of the United States Navy. Their exploits demonstrated the
effectiveness of naval warfare and the importance of a strong maritime presence
for a young nation's security and prosperity. Following the Revolutionary War, the
United States would go on to establish a formidable navy that would play a pivotal
role in shaping the course of history.

The American privateers of the Revolutionary War were a courageous and
determined group of individuals who risked everything to secure independence
for their nation. Through their daring exploits on the high seas, they dealt
significant blows to the British Navy and merchant fleet, bolstering the American
cause and ultimately contributing to victory.

Their legacy lives on, not only in the annals of history but also in the values they
embodied – bravery, resourcefulness, and unwavering commitment to freedom.
By understanding and appreciating the crucial role played by the privateers, we
can gain a deeper understanding of the arduous journey undertaken by our
ancestors, and continue to honor their sacrifice for generations to come.
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During the American War of Independence (1775–83),Congress issued almost
800 letters of marque, as a way of combating Britain's overwhelming naval and
mercantile superiority. At first, it was only fishermen and the skippers of small
merchant ships who turned to privateering, with mixed results. Eventually though,
American shipyards began to turn out specially-converted ships, while later still,
the first purpose-built privateers entered the fray.

These American privateers seized more than 600 British merchant ships over the
course of the war, capturing thousands of British seamen. Indeed, Jeremiah
O'Brien's privateer Unity fought the first sea engagement of the Revolutionary
War in the Battle of Machias of 1775, managing to capture a British armed
schooner with just 40 men, their guns, axes and pitchforks, and the words
'Surrender to America'. By the end of the war, some of the largest American
privateers could venture as far as the British Isles, and were more powerful than
most contemporary warships in the fledgling US Navy. A small number of Loyalist
privateers also put to sea during the war, and preyed on the shipping of their
rebel countrymen.
Packed with fascinating insights into the age of privateers, this book traces the
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development of these remarkable ships, and explains how they made such a
significant contribution to the American Revolutionary War.
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