
1956: The Year Australia Welcomed The World
1956 was a significant year for Australia as it played host to the Melbourne
Olympic Games. This global sporting event marked a turning point in Australia's
history, putting the country on the international stage. The Games not only
brought together athletes from all over the world but also showcased Australia's
unique culture and landscapes to a global audience.

The Melbourne Olympic Games were the first ever held in the Southern
Hemisphere, attracting over 3,000 athletes from 67 countries. The opening
ceremony, held on November 22, 1956, was a grand spectacle that captured the
attention of millions worldwide. It featured a parade of athletes, the lighting of the
Olympic cauldron, and an impressive display of fireworks.

Australia's warm hospitality and friendly nature were on full display during the
Games. The city of Melbourne was abuzz with excitement as visitors from around
the globe flocked to witness the historic event. The people of Australia welcomed
the world with open arms, creating a welcoming and inclusive atmosphere for all.
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One of the defining moments of the 1956 Olympics was the performance of
Australian athletes. The home team won a total of 35 medals, including 13 gold
medals. Notable achievements included Herb Elliott's impressive win in the 1500-
meter race and Betty Cuthbert's triple gold medal victory in the sprint events.
These successes not only brought glory to the nation but also ignited a sense of
pride and unity among Australians.

Beyond the sporting events, the Melbourne Olympics left a lasting impact on
Australia's infrastructure and cultural landscape. A number of iconic venues were
constructed for the Games, including the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) and
the Olympic Swimming Stadium. These venues continue to host major sporting
events and serve as a reminder of the country's proud Olympic heritage.

The Games also provided an opportunity for Australians to showcase their
creativity and innovation. The opening ceremony featured performances by
Australian artists, including a ballet tribute to the Aboriginal culture. This
celebration of indigenous art and culture was a significant step towards
recognizing and honoring Australia's rich heritage.

The 1956 Olympics not only brought the world to Australia but also opened the
doors for Australians to explore the world. The country's newfound international
exposure sparked a wave of curiosity and wanderlust among its citizens.
Australians began to travel abroad in greater numbers, broadening their horizons
and fostering a deeper understanding of different cultures.

Looking back on 1956, it becomes clear that the Melbourne Olympic Games were
more than just a sporting event. They represented a pivotal moment in Australia's
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history, a time when the country welcomed the world and left a lasting impression
on the global stage. The Games brought about a sense of national pride, unity,
and cultural appreciation that continues to resonate with Australians to this day.

So, as we reflect on the year 1956, let us celebrate the spirit of the Melbourne
Olympic Games and the profound impact they had on Australia. It was a year that
welcomed the world and forever changed the perception of Australia as a global
player.
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An engrossing account of a pivotal year in Australia’s history.

This book debunks one of the hardiest clichés in Australian history: that the 1950s
was a dull decade, when the nation seemed only interested in a quiet life, a cup
of tea, and a weekend drive. The truth is that, by the time the ’60s came around,
Australia was already expanding its outlook — politically, economically, and
culturally — and central to this were the events of 1956.

This was the year when Melbourne hosted the Summer Olympics, the first edition
of the Games to be held outside Europe and North America. It also heralded the
arrival of television in Australia. In this year, Prime Minister Robert Menzies
grappled with world politics, when he opened the country’s doors to refugees
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from the Hungarian uprising, allowed British nuclear tests at Maralinga, and tried
to resolve the greatest diplomatic episode of the decade: the Suez Crisis. In
these ways and more, the world came to Australia’s doorstep in 1956, challenging
rusted-on habits and indelibly shifting the nation’s perception of itself.

Nick Richardson peels back the layers to reveal Australia at a critical moment in
time. He brilliantly recreates the broader events surrounding the Melbourne
Olympics at the end of 1956, as well as the dramas of the Games themselves.
Throughout, he also follows a range of men and women who were touched by
this transformation, to illuminate the personal consequences of being part of
Australia’s pivotal year.
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